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APPENDIX

Funding in Renville County 
for this project was provided 
by the Legislative Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota 
Resources (LCCMR), 
Renville County, West Central 
Sustainable Development 
Partnership, 
Renville County Housing and 
Economic Development 
Authority (HRA/EDA) and 
Olivia Kiwanis.

Renville County Trail Planning  
A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

We are fortunate to have great county parks and will soon commence 
working with the University of Minnesota Center for Changing Landscapes 
to develop a trail plan for the county.  A similar process is taking place in 
Redwood County. Once complete, the two trail plans will connect mak-
ing up the Tatanka Bluffs Regional Trail Plan.  As most of you already 
know, the FairRidge Trail that connects the community of Fairfax with Fort 
Ridgely State Park on the county’s southeast border near the beautiful 
Minnesota River.  In addition, meetings were held in the past to discuss 
the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail initially 
connecting Bird Island and Olivia, then expanding west to connect to 
Danube, Renville and Sacred Heart, tying into the Minnesota River Valley 
State Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head 
east to connect to Hector and Buffalo Lake, where it would head north, 
connecting to the Luce Line near Hutchinson.  The Minnesota River Valley 
State Trail is designated in legislation but presently not constructed in our 
area.  Individual communities within the county have ideas about where 
they would like to see trails developed in and around their community. The 
ultimate goal is to plan how we can connect our communities in healthy 
recreational ways and have fun at the same time.  Last year Minnesota 
voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which created 
additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among 
other things.  It is anticipated that perhaps $42,000,000 a year for the next 
25 years could be available for the development of parks and trails, so this 
is great timing for Renville County to develop a comprehensive trail plan.  

August 6th, 2009 

6:30-8:00 PM
Renville County 
Government Service Center 
Lower Level Room 117 

For more information please 
contact the Renville County 
Housing & Economic Development 
office (HRA/EDA) at 320-523-3656 
or visit www.renville.com

Do you have an interest in being part of the trail planning process? 
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For more information please 
contact the Renville County 
Housing & Economic Development 
office (HRA/EDA) at 320-523-3656 
or visit www.renville.com

Do you have an interest in being part of the trail planning process? 

Renville County is fortunate to have scenic county parks and natural attractions, 
as well as interesting historic sites. Connecting these attractions through the 
development of a trail system is a way to promote the health of residents and 
increase tourism in our communities.  

For that reason, we have begun working with the University of Minnesota 
Center for Changing Landscapes to explore the possibilities for trail development 
in our county.  A similar process is taking place in Redwood County. Once 
complete, the two trail plans will connect, making up the Tatanka Bluffs 
Regional Trail Plan. Individual communities within the county have ideas about 
where they would like to see trails developed. We want to hear those ideas!  

The Minnesota River Valley State Trail is designated in legislation but 
presently has not been constructed in our area. Near the southeastern border of 
Renville County, the FairRidge Trail already connects the community of Fairfax 
with Fort Ridgely State Park near the Minnesota River.  Plans are underway to 
develop a paved trail from Fort Ridgely State Park running west to Morton. 
At Morton, it would cross the Minnesota River, connecting to an alternative 
Minnesota River State Trail in Redwood County.  

In the northern part of the county, meetings were held in the past to discuss 
the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail. The trail would initially 
connect Bird Island and Olivia, and then expand west to connect to Danube, 
Renville and Sacred Heart. It would tie into the Minnesota River Valley State 
Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head east to Hector 
and Buffalo Lake. From there it would head north, connecting with the popular 
Luce Line near Hutchinson.  

Last year Minnesota voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which 
created additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among 
other things.  It is anticipated that several million dollars a year will be available 
for the development of parks and trails. The development of a comprehensive trail 
plan will provide the framework for a successful application for “Legacy” funding 
to begin development of a trail system that will allow future generations of local 
residents and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty and history of Renville County.

Tuesday November 3rd, 2009 3PM 
Renville Community Center 

221 North Main Street Renville, MN 56284
Danube, Renville & Sacred Heart

Wednesday November 4th, 2009 3PM 
Athmann’s Inn Restaurant  

110 South 5th Street Bird Island, MN 55310 
Bird Island, Buffalo Lake, Hector & Olivia 

Wednesday November 18th, 2009 3:30PM 
Morton City Hall 

221 West 2nd Street Morton, MN 56270
Fairfax, Franklin & Morton 
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complete, the two trail plans will connect, making up the Tatanka Bluffs 
Regional Trail Plan. Individual communities within the county have ideas about 
where they would like to see trails developed. We want to hear those ideas!  

The Minnesota River Valley State Trail is designated in legislation but 
presently has not been constructed in our area. Near the southeastern border of 
Renville County, the FairRidge Trail already connects the community of Fairfax 
with Fort Ridgely State Park near the Minnesota River.  Plans are underway to 
develop a paved trail from Fort Ridgely State Park running west to Morton. 
At Morton, it would cross the Minnesota River, connecting to an alternative 
Minnesota River State Trail in Redwood County.  

In the northern part of the county, meetings were held in the past to discuss 
the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail. The trail would initially 
connect Bird Island and Olivia, and then expand west to connect to Danube, 
Renville and Sacred Heart. It would tie into the Minnesota River Valley State 
Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head east to Hector 
and Buffalo Lake. From there it would head north, connecting with the popular 
Luce Line near Hutchinson.  

Last year Minnesota voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which 
created additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among 
other things.  It is anticipated that several million dollars a year will be available 
for the development of parks and trails. The development of a comprehensive trail 
plan will provide the framework for a successful application for “Legacy” funding 
to begin development of a trail system that will allow future generations of local 
residents and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty and history of Renville County.

Wednesday November 18th, 
2009 5:00PM 

Cedar Mountain Elementary School Cafeteria
231 4th Avenue East Franklin, MN

Plans will be discussed for trails in and around 
the communities of Fairfax, Franklin & Morton 



Mary Vogel  with the Center for Changing Landscapes from 
the University of  Minnesota will be presenting our 

“Connecting Communities Through Trails” next Thursday!  
She has a presentation board for each community in our 

county so you will want to be sure to attend this meeting to 
hear first hand what they have designed and give feedback!  

Please share this information with your interested citizens in 
your communities so we have a packed house  

for this important meeting. 
 

For  more information or to RSVP, please contact the Redwood 
County EDA/RADC office — 507-637-4004 or email: 

Julie@redwoodfalls.org  
by Wednesday, June 16 at 5 p.m. 

Tatanka Trails 
Community Meeting  

at the Lamberton Community Center 

101 2nd Avenue 

Lamberton, MN   

You are invited to attend this meeting oour Redwood 
County Community Trail Planning!  

Funding in 
Redwood 

County for 
this project 

was provided 
by the: 

 
LCCMR 
Redwood 
County EDA 
Monsanto 

 and the  
Communities 

of:  
Lucan 
Lamberton 
Morgan 
Redwood 
Falls 
Wabasso 

Thursday,  June 17, 2010  











Renville County Trail Planning  
 A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

Wednesday November 18th, 
2009 5:00PM 

Cedar Mountain Elementary School Cafeteria
231 4th Avenue East Franklin, MN

Plans will be discussed for trails in and around the communities of 
Fairfax, Franklin & Morton. 

All Renville County Residents encouraged to attend!
Contact the Renville County HRA/EDA office for more information at 320-523-3656 

or visit www.renville.com 


