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B APPENDIX

Renville County Trail Planning
A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

August 6th, 2009

6:30-8:00 PM

Renville County
Government Service Center
Lower Level Room 117

Funding in Renville County
for this project was provided
by the Legislative Citizen
Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR),
Renville County, West Central
Sustainable Development
Partnership,

Renville County Housing and
Economic Development
Authority (HRA/EDA) and
Olivia Kiwanis.

For more information please
contact the Renville County
Housing & Economic Development
office (HRA/EDA) at 320-523-3656
or visit www.renville.com

We are fortunate to have great county parks and will soon commence
working with the University of Minnesota Center for Changing Landscapes
to develop a trail plan for the county. A similar process is taking place in
Redwood County. Once complete, the two trail plans will connect mak-

ing up the Tatanka Bluffs Regional Trail Plan. As most of you already
know, the FairRidge Trail that connects the community of Fairfax with Fort
Ridgely State Park on the county’s southeast border near the beautiful
Minnesota River. In addition, meetings were held in the past to discuss
the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail initially

connecting Bird Island and Olivia, then expanding west to connect to
Danube, Renville and Sacred Heatrt, tying into the Minnesota River Valley
State Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head
east to connect to Hector and Buffalo Lake, where it would head north,
connecting to the Luce Line near Hutchinson. The Minnesota River Valley
State Trail is designated in legislation but presently not constructed in our
area. Individual communities within the county have ideas about where
they would like to see trails developed in and around their community. The
ultimate goal is to plan how we can connect our communities in healthy
recreational ways and have fun at the same time. Last year Minnesota
voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which created
additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among
other things. It is anticipated that perhaps $42,000,000 a year for the next
25 years could be available for the development of parks and trails, so this
is great timing for Renville County to develop a comprehensive trail plan.

Do you have an interest in being part of the trail planning process?




Renville County Trail Planning
A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

Funding in Renville County
for this project was provided
by the Legislative Citizen
Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR),
Renville County, West Central
Sustainable Development
Partnership,

Renville County Housing and
Economic Development
Authority (HRA/EDA) and
Olivia Kiwanis.

For more information please
contact the Renville County
Housing & Economic Development
office (HRA/EDA) at 320-523-3656
or visit www.renville.com

Tuesday November 3rd, 2009 3PM
Renville Community Center
221 North Main Street Renville, MN 56284
Danube, Renville & Sacred Heart

Wednesday November 4th, 2009 3PM

Athmann’s Inn Restaurant
110 South 5th Street Bird Island, MN 55310
Bird Island, Buffalo Lake, Hector & Olivia

Wednesday November 18th, 2009 3:30PM
Morton City Hall
221 West 2nd Street Morton, MN 56270
Fairfax, Franklin & Morton

Renville County is fortunate to have scenic county parks and natural attractions,
as well as interesting historic sites. Connecting these attractions through the
development of a trail system is a way to promote the health of residents and
increase tourism in our communities.

For that reason, we have begun working with the University of Minnesota

Center for Changing Landscapes to explore the possibilities for trail development
in our county. A similar process is taking place in Redwood County. Once
complete, the two trail plans will connect, making up the Tatanka Bluffs
Regional Trail Plan. Individual communities within the county have ideas about
where they would like to see trails developed. \We want to hear those ideas!

The Minnesota River Valley State Trail is designated in legislation but
presently has not been constructed in our area. Near the southeastern border of
Renville County, the FairRidge Trail already connects the community of Fairfax
with Fort Ridgely State Park near the Minnesota River. Plans are underway to
develop a paved trail from Fort Ridgely State Park running west to Morton.

At Morton, it would cross the Minnesota River, connecting to an alternative
Minnesota River State Trail in Redwood County.

In the northern part of the county, meetings were held in the past to discuss

the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail. The trail would initially
connect Bird Island and Olivia, and then expand west to connect to Danube,
Renville and Sacred Heart. It would tie into the Minnesota River Valley State
Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head east to Hector
and Buffalo Lake. From there it would head north, connecting with the popular
Luce Line near Hutchinson.

Last year Minnesota voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which
created additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among
other things. It is anticipated that several million dollars a year will be available
for the development of parks and trails. The development of a comprehensive trail
plan will provide the framework for a successful application for “Legacy” funding
to begin development of a trail system that will allow future generations of local
residents and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty and history of Renville County.

Do you have an interest in being part of the trail planning process?
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TRAIL OPINIONS - Fairfax resident Robin Nesberg explains a trail option for the Fart Ridgely area
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Leaking pipes
run high cost
during season

¢ Underground leaking water pipes
during swimming season adds to
chemical and water consumption

FAIRFAX (TEE) - In its regular monthly
meeting of the Fairfax City Council on
Tuesday, November 10, 2009, it was dis-
closed that the cracked and leaking under-
ground warer pipes for the city’s swim-
ming pool cost taxpayers a considerable
:ilne]un[nflnum'_‘. for the "09 swim season.

Due to winter freezing damage to the
city’s pool last winter the Fairfax Uniliry
crew |\(.J'T<|l'l!|ul CXIENSIVE water |.lip|.'
repair on the south and west pool decks in
the southwest corner of the pool. The
repairs were completed just in time for
summer air temperatures to reach 68
degrees or warmer, which is a Minnesota
state law for public facilities. The toral
expense for the carly-summer repairs
totaled an unexpected and unbudgered
amount of approximatcly $40.000, of
which $22 408 1s actual materiuls, equip-
ment rental and services, and $17,400 is
Fairfax emplovee wages at the site

The underground leaks, though proving
to be elusive, were thought to be, for the
most part. successfully repaired. Tr was
soon realized that during its normal opera-
tion, the pool's water level could only be
maintained by a constant replenishment of
fresh water from the city’s water main

When the swimming season came to a
close for the summer, the total gallons of

rattributed to swin wil use was

1 Fenis
B0w, LU allons. Lasi year W = wchore
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TRAIL OPINIONS - Fairfax resident Robin Nesbarg explmns a trail option for the Fort Ridgely area
with anesotu DNR worker Mike Salmon of Redwood Falls at the Renville Cmmr\r Trail Planmng

ting at the Cadar

FAIRFAX (TEE) - Area repre-
sentatives and interested parties
came to the Cedar Mountain
Elementary School in Franklin
on Wednesday, November 18,
2009, at 5:00 pm

University of Minnesota
Center for Changing Land-
scapes Co-Director Mary C.
Vogel and her assistants Egle
Vanagaite and Laura Detzler
lead rthe discussion, secking
public input on possible recre-
ational trails for Renville
Jounty.

Wednesday night's meeting
included Morton, Franklin, and
Fairfax. On direction of Vogel,
those in amendance split into
their respective groups to dis-
cuss scparately the ideas for all
three towns. For the better part
of an hour the three rables were
abuzz with ideas, concepts, and
stories being exchanged.

In the end, all three own
groups agreed that an extended
trail heading west along the
Minnesora River Valley Scenic
Byway from Fort Ridgely State
Park to Morton would be ideal.
The trail would begin south of
Fort Ridgely on Nicoller County
Road 21 and continue west as
that road becomes Renville
County Roads § and 71

untain Elementary Schoe!

All those joining in the dis-
cussions expressed the impor-
tance for any new trail develop-
ment to include the concept of
looping back to a starting paint.

In Morton's discussion, their
group thought it would be ideal
to head north ro Birch Cooley
with a trail, then head east on
County Road 2, then taking
County Road 3 to Highway 19,
Once there the trail could take
County Road 16 back toward
the trail on County Road 5.

The Franklin group dis-
cussed a similar loop traveling
east roward ax, and con-
templated passing by the Fort
Ridgely and Dale, Central
Lutheran, and the Finish
Churches.

The Fairfax group, already
having the FairRidge Trail
along Highway 4, discussed the
trail development along the
river valley and entertained the
possibility of new trail develop-
ments o include the horse
camp south of Fairfax.

The 1deas that were brought
up at Wednesday night's meer-
ing were gathered by Vogel and
her assistants for further study
and comparison with the other
town proposals in Renville
Counry.

in Franklin on Wed

Fhe Renville County Trail
Planning discussions centralize
on one hasic theme: ideally
each twwn would have their
own internal connection to a
much larger trail that would
connect that town in Renville
County—much like a charm
bracelet. Looking at the big
picture, eventually a county-
wide trail would extend into the
neighboring  counties, where
that one, too, would tie to cities
and towns in their county

With each rown providing a
to a
area

hub—a starting or endir
trail in loop fashion
towns could potentially  pro-
vide several days of recreation
for tourists coming to the
Minnesota River Valley,
"\.‘L‘ want this arca to
become a destination—nor just
a passthrough,” says local, rural
Franklin resident and histo
Lu:nraplur Dan Field.
agine if visitors -.|Ju||: a
ant amount of tme in
h town that lies on a state
They could just keep
racationing on; they could keep
on with their recreation, while
at the same time L‘llnsur'lll_\' T
something new and  excit-
ir seeing all that we have to
saround Fort Ridgely.

you
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Photo by Adam Hoogenakker

Happy trails to you

Residents from Morton, Franklin and Fairfax came to the Cedar
Mountain Elementary School last Wednesday in Franklin for a
trail planning meeting and brainstormed possible routes where
the trail could run through each of the towns. Story page B7.
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South trail planning goes on

By Adam Hoogenakker
Staff writer

For the third time in less
than a month, residents of
cities and towns in Renville
County gathered together to
discuss the possibilities of trails
weaving their way through the
towns and countryside sur-
rounding the area.

The latest meeting, taking
place last Wednesday in
Franklin, drew a dozen resi-
dents to hear a presentation
made by Mary Vogel and her
stafl from the University of
Minnesota ~ Center  for
Changing Landscapes. The
meeting brought together folks
from Morton, Franklin and
Fairfax along the southern
border of Renville County.

Already in place is the
FairRidge Trail which con-
nects the community of
Fairfax with Fort Ridgely State
Park. Plans arc underway to
develop a paved trail from Fort
Ridgely State Park running
west to Morton. At Morton, it
would cross the Minnesota

River, connecting to an alter-
native Minnesota River State
Trail in Redwood County,
according to a handout at the
meeting,

Similar to the meetings
already held in Renville and
Bird Island, the attendees were
asked to break into small
groups determined by what
town they were from to map
out a route where a possible
trail could be created.

Vogel called the southern
portion of Renville County a
“green necklace” surrounding
the Minnesota River. She then
asked the three groups to
brainstorm  routes  which
passed landmarks in each
town.

The following is what each

~group proposed to Vogel and

two of her assistants — these
routes are by no means final:
Morton — From the south,
where the Morton Bridge once
existed, the traill would run
through town and connect to
Co. Rd. 18 on the east end.
The route would pass along
the railroad and businesses like

Altimate Medical, the county
museum and Prinzing Motors.
The Birch Coulee Monuments
and Lower Sioux
Communities could then be
connected through Morton.

Franklin -~ Running mainly
to the south of Hwy. 19, the
trail would run along Cty. Rd.
5/ lst Street and travel past
the  Cedar  Mountain
Elementary ~ School, pass
through the historic downtown
area and pass churches and
Veterans Memorial along the
way.

Fairfax - Using the current
FairRidge Trail in the south,
the trail would run north past
Lions Park and pass the
school, The trail would contin-
ue past Memorial Park where
swimming and picnicking are
available. The trail would also
pass by the Depot park and
museum,

For more information on
the existing and proposed
trails in the county, contact the
Renville County HRA/EDA
at (320) 523-3656 or wvisit
www.renville.com.



Renville County Trail Planning
A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

Funding in Renville County
for this project was provided
by the Legislative Citizen
Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR),
Renville County, West Central
Sustainable Development
Partnership,

Renville County Housing and
Economic Development
Authority (HRA/EDA) and
Olivia Kiwanis.

For more information please
contact the Renville County
Housing & Economic Development
office (HRA/EDA) at 320-523-3656
or visit www.renville.com

Wednesday November 18th,
2009 5:00PM

Cedar Mountain Elementary School Cafeteria
231 4th Avenue East Franklin, MN

Plans will be discussed for trails in and around
the communities of Fairfax, Franklin & Morton

Renville County is fortunate to have scenic county parks and natural attractions,
as well as interesting historic sites. Connecting these attractions through the
development of a trail system is a way to promote the health of residents and
increase tourism in our communities.

For that reason, we have begun working with the University of Minnesota
Center for Changing Landscapes to explore the possibilities for trail development
in our county. A similar process is taking place in Redwood County. Once
complete, the two trail plans will connect, making up the Tatanka Bluffs
Regional Trail Plan. Individual communities within the county have ideas about
where they would like to see trails developed. We want to hear those ideas!

The Minnesota River Valley State Trail is designated in legislation but
presently has not been constructed in our area. Near the southeastern border of
Renville County, the FairRidge Trail already connects the community of Fairfax
with Fort Ridgely State Park near the Minnesota River. Plans are underway to
develop a paved trail from Fort Ridgely State Park running west to Morton.

At Morton, it would cross the Minnesota River, connecting to an alternative
Minnesota River State Trail in Redwood County.

In the northern part of the county, meetings were held in the past to discuss

the development of the Prairie View Recreation Trail. The trail would initially
connect Bird Island and Olivia, and then expand west to connect to Danube,
Renville and Sacred Heart. It would tie into the Minnesota River Valley State
Trail south of Sacred Heart. From Bird Island the trail would head east to Hector
and Buffalo Lake. From there it would head north, connecting with the popular
Luce Line near Hutchinson.

Last year Minnesota voters passed the “Clean Water Land and Legacy” act which
created additional tax revenue to be used for parks and trail development, among
other things. It is anticipated that several million dollars a year will be available
for the development of parks and trails. The development of a comprehensive trail
plan will provide the framework for a successful application for “Legacy” funding
to begin development of a trail system that will allow future generations of local
residents and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty and history of Renville County.

Do you have an interest in being part of the trail planning process?




You are invited to attend this meeting oour Redwood
County Community Trail Planning!

Tatanka Trails

Community Meeting

Funding in Thursday, June 17,2010
Redwood

County for at the Lamberton Community Center

this project
was provided 101 2nd Avenue

by the: Lamberton, MN

LCCMR
Redwood
County EDA
Monsanto

and the

Communities
of: Mary Vogel with the Center for Changing Landscapes from

Lucan the University of Minnesota will be presenting our
Lamberton “Connecting Communities Through Trails” next Thursday!
Morgan
Redwood

Falls
. ) ,
Wabasso hear first hand what they have designed and give feedback!

She has a presentation board for each community in our

county so you will want to be sure to attend this meeting to

Please share this information with your interested citizens in

your communities so we have a packed house

A =8 for this important meeting.
Redwood County
For more information or to RSVP, please contact the Redwood

hm'mm"“ County EDA/RADC office — 507-637-4004 or email:

edwood Area .
M_ o Julie@redwoodfalls.org
A GOOD PLACE TO START., .., by Wednesday, ]une 16 at 5 p.-m.



Group explores trail possibilities in Redwood area

By Trov KrRause
Edfitar

If a system of trails was
developed in Redwood

County, where would the
best locations for those trails

rasident Ralph Heiling.

be county wide?

That was the question
Mary Vogel posed to a group
of about 30 county residents
this past Monday night in
Lucan during a trails plan-
ning maating.

Vogel, of the U of M Cen-
ter for Changing Land-
scapes, was in the county as
part of a multi-county initia-
tive she is working on to help
create trall concepls in the
ragion. Her work is baing

funded primarily through a
grant from the Legislative-
Citizens Commission on
Minnesota Resources
(LCGMR).

In order to aid residents in
the planning process, \Vogel

conducted significant re-
search of the area determin-
ing everything from the land-
scape, 1o the current road
systems. Then she put it all
in parspective,

See Trais - Pace 11

Mary Vogel pointed out some of the possibili-
ties of trail development in Morgan to Morgan

TRAILS
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“This is a very heavily engi-
neered county,” said Vogel,
adding the draining of prairie
potholes has changed the land-
scape significantly.

As she looked over the coun-
ty, she said in terms of the over-
all topography, there is not a lot
to challenge bikers using polen-
tial county trails.

“The land |s very flat except
for in the Minnesota River
Valley” she said.

Of course, that does not pre-
clude the counly from develop-
ing trails that could enhance the
economy, as more people come
to the area for recreation.

Vogel said in terms of Red-
wood County, it is similar to
many other Minnasola counties
in that its communities followed
a rallroad community develop-
ment template.

The cities, she explained, are
laid out on a grid based on how
the rail line ran through town.

She added, the communities
also dot tha landscape at intar-
vals of seven miles — the dis-
tance the train could travel
before refueling and taking on
more water.

Vogel, who said she is sarv-
Ing in an adwisory role, sald
things such as road traffic
counts and right of way issues
must be considered as part of
trail development

Redwood County does have
some ftrail development efforis
already ftaking place, as the
Casey Jones Trail has designat-
ed its route to travel through the
Walnut Grove area on its way to
Redwood Falls.

How it gets there, said Bruce
Johnson a member of the
Casey Jones Trail group and a
Redwood County resident, is
still up in the air

A group has also developed a
proposal to creale the Chief
Sleepy Eye Trall which would
travel along the abandoned rail
line land from Redwood Falls to
Sleepy Eye. A funding reguest
to work on the project was made
in 2009 to the state

In addition, Vogel mentioned
the Minnesota River Trail desig-
nation, which also follows the
Redwood County border.

It would appear part of the
value of ftrails in the county
would center around linking
these major proposals together,
as well 85 1o create smaller trail
loops that could connect the
communities togathar.

As part of the Monday night
meeting, those in attendance
were given the chance to break
down into the communities they
represent to lalk more specifi-
cally about the potential for trails
in their towns.

Viogel essentially gave those
in attendance a sky-is-the-limit
opportunity to detarmine what
would enhance their communi-
ties in terms of quality of life for
local residents, as well as to
improva tourism opporiunities.

While much of the discussion
centered around biking, Vogel
said the ftrail concept could
Include any type of recreation,
including motorized opportuni-
ties if that was desired.

While no funding is specifical-
Iy avallable at this point from the
state for trail development, hav-
ing a plan together should funds
ever become available is a good
first step, said Vogel,

Vogel is going to take the
information she received from
the communities and will com-
pile it with the intent of fulure
presentations that could lead to
plans relating to the what and
where of trail development.

For more information on this
program, contact the Redwood
Area Development Corporation
at (507) 637-4004.



The future of trails in
southern Minnesota

By Trov Krause

imity to one another?

In Redwood and Renville
wltlﬁuapwﬁi:inm;
planning stages wou
create an avenue through

which that kind of connectien
could indeed take place.

being
are based in the
concept of trall development.
In order to help move that
along. i
have bean held (o create
interest and get public input.
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Mary Vogel talks about the trail planning process at a
meeting in Franklin. Joel Harmoning (right) was one of a
number of Renville County residents providing input.
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One of those meetings
was held Nov. 18 in Franklin

-hmlndﬁrMm’beqd.
Voogel of the U of M has

been working on a multi-
county project funded in
part by the Legislative Cit-
lzen Commission on Minne-
sota Resources (LCCMR),
The project is research-
ing and putting plans
together to develop a trial
system that not only compli-
ments current trails and the
planned trail along the

§ Minnesota River Valley but

also enhances the commu-
nities the trails connact.
Vogel said she worked on
the Minnesota River Valley
project for four years focus-

counties. The meating held
in Franklin was a brain-

public to get involved in
determining the best assets
and locations for future trail
development in the county.
Vogel said there are
some natural assets, such
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Connecting the dots — trail
planning in the county

By Adam Hoogenakker
Staff writer

Mayors, city administra-
tors, businesspeople and resi-
dents from Hector to Olivia
gathered last Wednesday at
Athmann’s Inn in Bird Island
to share their vision on a
future  trail meandering
through the northern part of
Renville County — a trail
which could connect the towns
and bring some tourists look-
ing to escape the cities and
enjoy the serenity of rural
Minnesota.

Leading the discussion was
Mary Vogel, senior research
fellow,  Department  of
Landscape Architecture with
the University of Minnesota.

“There’s a lot to learn of
the county,” said Vogel to
more than a dozen attendants.
“How do we see the trail being
a part of our lives? Where will
it go?”

Vogel continued by saying
the county should celebrate its
glacier-worn landscape and
create a series of loops to con-
nect the county’s cities and
towns together. During her
team’s research, Vogel also
heard from the area tribes and
felt a strategy could be created
to honor their cultures, as well.

One of the major hurdles
facing the trail system being
laid out i1s Renville County’s

land value, especially outside
of city limits.

“You're such good farm-
ers,” Vogel said to the group,
and getting farmers to give up
land for the trail may be hard
to do.

But within city limits, the
group at Athmann’s brain-
stormed n small groups how a
trail could be implemented.

The following routes are by
no means set in stone; it is a
rough sketch made by each
group on a city map during
the meeting.

In Hector/Buffalo Lake:
Running west-to-east north of
Hwy. 212 in Hector, the trail
could use a portion of the
Yellowstone Trail and run past
the school and through down-
town where the library, com-
munity center and museum
are located. The trail could
connect to Buffalo Lake using
Co. Rd. 8 and then turn north
along Lake Allie, connecting to
the Luce Line to Hutchinson.

A trail heading south on
Hwy. 4 could pass the airport
and connect to the Ft. Ridgely
trail in Fairfax.

In Bird Island: Running
west-to-east south of Bird
Island, the trail could pass the
athletic field and run past St.
Mary’s and the old Methodist
Church, then on past the city
park. The trail could travel

south of the county fair-
grounds and then back north
past the Bird Island Ballroom.

To connect south, the trail
could connect with either
Hwy. 71 or Co. Rd. 5 to reach
the Birch Coulee and Beaver
Falls county parks. A trail
could also run along Hwy. 71
to Co. Rd. 4 to Bechyn.

In Olivia: A trail running
from west to east along the
southside of Olivia would pass
Kubesh Park toward St.
Aloysius, the library and
Nester Park. The trail would
turn towards the school then
skirt the golf course before
exiting the city on Co. Rd. 14.

Connecting with the rest of
the county, the trail plan could
run east or west on Co. Rd. 17
and turn south along Co. Rd.
1 or Hwy. 71.

The groups then left their
trail ideas with Vogel, who will
continue to look at possible
routes in the county and with-
in the cities along Hwy. 212 in
the northern section of the
county.

A meeting Tues., Nov. 3
took place in Renville covering
Sacred Heart, Renville and
Danube. The next trail plan-
ning meeting is scheduled for
Weds., Nov. 18 at Morton City
Hall at 3:30 p.m. to discuss the
cities of Fairfax, Franklin and
Morton.



Renville County Trail Planning

A Coordinated Effort to Connect Our Communities

Wednesday November 18th,
2009 5:00PM

Cedar Mountain Elementary School Cafeteria
231 4th Avenue East Franklin, MN

Plans will be discussed for trails in and around the communities of
Fairfax, Franklin & Morton.
All Renville County Residents encouraged to attend!

Contact the Renville County HRA/EDA office for more information at 320-523-3656

or visit www.renville.com




